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Earth and Social Justice Coordinating 
Council (ESJCC) 
Contact: Ann Fletcher (425) 652-2756 

The Council supports and coordinates the earth and social justice ministries of East Shore. The Council serves as the 
main contact point for the many earth and social justice focus teams at East Shore and for groups in the wider 
community such as the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), the Eastside Interfaith Social Concerns 
Council (EISCC), the Faith Action Network (FAN), the Northwest UU Justice Network (NWUUJN), the UU Voices for 
Justice (UUVJ), Fostering Interfaith Relationships on the 
Eastside (FIRE), and Eastside Meaningful Movies. 

❑ Provided financial and volunteer support to an 
interfaith 41st district candidate forum hosted 
by Herzl-Ner Tamid, a Mercer Island Synagogue.  

❑ ~150 attendees, including high school 

students,  learned the candidates’ stances on 
social & economic issues.  

❑ As a result of the debate on the carbon fee 
initiative, an East Shore attendee stated she 
“felt a renewed appreciation for our democratic 
political process and a keener empathy for 
people with different perspectives.”  
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2 new children were 

added to ANSWER 
Nepal sponsorship 

 

 45 children in Nepal had ANSWER team sponsors from East Shore  

who provided them with tuition, books, and uniforms for a school 
that will prepare them to be the future leaders of Nepal. These 
young people will be the ones who will help benefit their 
communities. 

 We establish a relationship with each child through pictures and 

letters and the possibility of travel so we can meet each other in 
person. 

 On May 20, 2018, 19 people listened to Jenny and Trevor Hall 

share a fantastic travelogue about their October 2017 trip. 

ANSWER Nepal Ministry Team  
(American-Nepali Student & Women’s Educational Relief) 
Contacts: Margaret Hall (425) 392-6324; Barb Clagett (206) 860-2758 
 
The ANSWER Ministry team is making a difference in the world -- we connect East Shore members (and their friends 
and family members) with bright Nepali students who need help to stay in school. Sponsors offer the students 
financial support as well as personal support through a letter exchange, and everyone wins! ANSWER students excel, 
usually going on to college, and joining careers in which they contribute to Nepali society. We get connected to 
people and culture that enhances our own lives.   
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Beloved Racial Justice 
Ministry Team (BRJ)  
Contacts: Rhonda Brown (206) 392-2472;  
Louise Wilkinson (206) 232-4086 
 
The goal is to create a beloved racial community within East Shore and the wider world. We are called to awaken to, 
acknowledge and act on the continuing injustice, inequality and privilege in our church and wider society. 

 

 

 Sponsored 6 “Conversations About Race” discussions to explore 

how the idea of race is used to justify exploitation, privilege and 
white culture as well as the unconscious bias of white supremacy 
culture, even in our liberal faith.   

 The sessions drew between 15-35 people.   

 Participants have said these sessions provide a place to have 

conversations they’ve never before had, leading to new insights and realizations about themselves and the 
nature of racism.   

 “White People Talk About Race” drew 30+ people. 

 Many white BRJ members are meeting to more deeply understand how internalized white supremacy 

culture impacts people of color. 

Sponsored a book group to discuss So You 
Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo.    

 31 people participated over 4 Sundays 

in August, enjoying potlucks after 
church.   

 People’s thoughts were so stimulated 

they shared via email when unable to 
attend the sessions. 

“Until we are conscious of 

our cultural tendencies and 

behaviors, we cannot 

change them.”  

Conversations About Race 

Book Discussion 
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On March 4th, joined with Women Helping Women to host 
a presentation by staff members from Innovations Human 

Trafficking Collaborative based in Olympia. About 40 

people of all ages attended; many of the attendees were 
deeply moved by the stories they heard and wanted to learn 
more.  

Along with Climate Action Ministry and the Religious Education program, co-
sponsored an indigenous storyteller and climate activist in the Puget Sound area, 
Paul Cheoketen Wagoner. 

He told stories and played the flute to about 20 East Shore members of all ages. 

Several of the children who attended were spellbound by the stories and the 
music.  

Missing & Murdered Indigenous  

Story Hour 

 

 

 Expanded to 4 different East Side communities with growing 

numbers. 

 Includes other UU churches. 

 Provided a special exhibit and gave a presentation at the 

JUUstice Washington Summit in October, and a presentation at 
the Plateaupians for Peace Vigil for the murdered Jews in 
October that got covered by Channel 5.   

 Confrontations and conversations with passers-by have 

empowered participants to speak about anti-racism effectively, 
and they report visitors expressing gratitude for these white 
people taking a stand. 

 The "Issaquah Confronter" reappeared a month later to shake 

their hands and a woman with two biracial daughters came out 
to thank participants in Issaquah for what we were doing.   

 Participants report more negative responses as white 

nationalism grows, and feel they are one of the lone voices 
showing up in our communities against the swelling ranks of 
white nationalism. 

ESUC women made approximately 60 necklaces and 15 blankets as 

gifts for the paddlers in the 2018 Paddle to Puyallup Canoe Journey in 
August. The gatherings were both fun and educational for the attendees 
as they enjoyed learning how to do the crafts, learned about the Canoe 
Journeys, and learned about the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) project. 

Necklace Making 

“best part of ourselves” – 

and this is a “spiritual 

thing.” 

Flash Stances 
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Climate Action Ministry (CAM)  
Contact: David Chapin (206) 419-6733 
  

As Unitarian Universalists, we take good care of the earth because it is our home. Our 
ministry’s purpose is to increase climate change awareness and to promote government and 
other group actions in order to cure its root causes. Without being slowed and ultimately 
checked, human caused climate change will have devastating humanitarian and ecological consequences across the 
globe. CAM collaborated with community groups to help make East Shore a hub of climate social justice action by: 

 Organizing a forum for 50 East Shore 

and Eastside community members 
March 24.  This led to the formation of 
People for Climate Action, a coalition of 

9 cities and 10 environmental 

organizations, currently advocating for 
local governments to achieve their 
greenhouse gas reduction targets 
established in an agreement with King 
County. 

 Connecting with Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
to advocate for reducing carbon 
emissions through a national Energy 
Innovations and Carbon Dividend Act. 

 Sponsoring Eastside 350 to meet 

monthly at the church for climate 
action work 

 Hosting 350 Portland and 350 
Eastside’s “Folly of Frack” play, 
presentation, and letter writing, 
increasing awareness of those in 
attendance on October 6.  

Participating in a rally on September 

29 to save 300 trees on 148th street 

in Bellevue.   
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126 congregants who attended the April 22 

Earth Day service were enlightened and 
inspired by Sarah van Gelder about ways 

they can protect humanity and the 
environment through creating “Revolutions 

Where We Live.” 

Attending protests and city hearings with CENSE (Coalition 
of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy) to 
advocate with local governments for clean energy 

solutions. 

Along with Lifelong Learning, hosted Paul 

Cheoketan Wagner on June 17 where 20 

adults and children learned indigenous 
perspectives about the earth through his 

storytelling and music. 

During 3 Drawdown book 

discussions, 60 East Shore 

members and friends learned 
about how to impact climate 
change in the areas of 
agriculture/food, 
transportation, and building 
energy efficiency. 
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Congregations for the Homeless (CFH)    
Contact: Dean Dubofsky (425) 495-3382; Peggy Phillips (425) 226-3539 
 

We join with other partner churches on the Eastside to provide shelter, meals, and showers for homeless men. Our 
small group coordinates the efforts for our commitment to this larger organization (www.cfhomeless.org). In 
October, many East Shore groups combine forces as volunteers to provide meals, build daily lunches, do needed 

shopping, plus provide toiletries and other necessary items for 30-35 single homeless men. Through donations, we 

underwrite the cost of a mobile dental van providing hygiene/prophylaxis, cavity repair.  
The goal of the October shelter is to help men transition from homelessness to permanent safe shelter.   

    Services Provided: 
Over 1,800 meals provided 

1072 “bed nights” (when a man spends 

the night) 

34.6 average number of men each night 

40 different men spent at least 1 night  

11 men had their hair cut (one just 

before a job interview!) 

6 men moved to permanent housing 

Outside Support: 
$1,000 from Northlake UC 

Bellevue Congregational Church provided lunches on 15 days 

Hyatt Bellevue provided dinners on 2 nights  
St. Andrews Lutheran Church provided dinners on 13 nights  

Dental Van: 
$650 Spent on Van to Provide 

Dental Care 

12-15 Men Received Dental Care 

$10,400 Estimated Value of 

Dental Work 

94 Total Volunteers  

8 Purchased Breakfast and 

Lunch Supplies 

16 Hosted Dinner 

22 Made Sandwiches 

15 Groups Provided 

Dinner 

East Shore Participation: 
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Food Bank Ministry 
Contact: Ryam Hill (425) 747-0769 
 
Food and toiletries are collected in the shopping cart inside the Administration Building. Each 
month, donations are given to Hopelink’s Bellevue foodbank and weighed to track our progress 
in giving. Serving the hungry in our own community via ongoing donations of food to the HopeLink Food Bank. 
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Crossroads Meals 
Program 
Contact: Pam Monger (425) 644-9701 
 
The Crossroads Meals Program consists of a dedicated group of UUs 
who work to bring nutritious and delicious meals to the needy in our 
community once a month. The meal is served at Salvation Army in 
Bellevue. On the first Monday, we cook for around 60 participants at 
church. Crossroads Meals Program has approximately 15 volunteers. The recipients are extremely grateful as it is the 
only meal of the day for many. Many of us often don't realize the need in Bellevue. This is a generous, concrete 
social justice donation of our volunteers' time and money. They also receive gratification from their efforts. We are 
thankful that East Shore supports this worthwhile endeavor.  
One team member shared that people especially love the team’s chicken teriyaki! 
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Holiday Giving Tree 
Contacts: Trish Webb (425) 495-3327; 
Emily Winstrom (425) 453-5614  
 
Every year we work with several social service agencies who supply us with requests for household goods, clothes, 
and toys for needy families. Each request hangs as a tag on the Giving Tree in the foyer. Congregational members 
choose tags, purchase gifts, and place them unwrapped under the tree. The Giving Tree gives East Shore Members 
and Friends an opportunity to learn about people in need throughout the Greater Seattle area through each of the 
300 Gift Tags which hang on the Giving Tree. Each tag is a gift request for a specific person, from infants to the very 
elderly. This creates a unique connection for the East Shore person who selects a Gift Tag and fulfills that 
Gift Request. Not only is this an individual experience of empathetic connection, but 
the East Shore person learns about the specific work of a social service agency in our 
community, thus providing an educational 
and awareness growth benefit.   

 

7 Greater Seattle 

Social Service 
Agencies 

300 Gifts 

Provided 

10 Team 

Members 

 

4
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2018 
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Khasi Hills Partnership Ministry Team 
Contacts: Barb Clagett (206) 860-2758;  
Doug Strombom (425) 985-8587 
 
The Khasi Hills Ministry Team supports our partnership with Unitarian churches in the Khasi Hills region of NE India. 
We are in active friendship with the incredible Unitarian Khasi people – we appreciate their love, caring, 
resourcefulness, wisdom, emotional intelligence and rich cultural heritage. We helped build an English-language 
primary school called the Friendship School, and we support the salaries for five teachers at the school. We make 
pilgrimages to the region, where we visit with our friends, share cultural and spiritual values, and learn about the 
most pressing needs and aspirations of their community. We are committed to the equitable and compassionate 
care that each side of this friendship receives. The Khasi people are a marginalized, indigenous people in NE India 
who adopted Unitarianism about 131 years ago.  Despite their limited resources, they are rich in community and 
spirit, and Unitarianism is a key element of their drive toward "Nangroi" (Progress).  

Trinkets & 
Treasures 

August 2018 

$500 raised to buy and ship  

72 Lucie solar lamps to India for the 

72 families in our two Khasi Unitarian churches 

The solar lamps are incredibly useful for students, 
especially on the evenings when power is shut off.  

7 East Shore Members traveled to our Khasi Hill partner 

churches in NE India to celebrate the anniversary of the 

founding of Unitarianism 131 years ago.  

70 Students and teachers attended, singing and dancing. 

As a result of our trip, we 
adopted their recommendation 
that we focus our partnership 

programs on developing 
education.  
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P-Patch 
Contact: Ann Fletcher (425) 652-2756 
 
The purpose of the P-Patch team is to cultivate and protect a specific area of tillable land on the East Shore campus 
by using sustainable gardening methods and inspiring the congregation to grow and eat locally grown produce. The 
P-Patch offers produce from its church garden and from member home gardeners after Sunday services. Proceeds 
from this are used to support selected local and international non-profits that help end hunger and poverty through 
self reliance and education.  
 
 

For members 
to grow their 
own at home 

May 2018 

160 Tomato 

Starters 

On 6 Sundays during the summer and fall. 

More than 100 members and friends gave donations for 

organic produce and natural products grown and made by 
the P-Patch Team. 

Members, including several 
children, said they looked 

forward to the produce table 
and were happy to have the 

fresh healthy options 
available.  They also 

participated in conversations 
about recipes, healthy diet, 

and food justice.  

$800 donated to Clean Greens Farm and Market, a 

Seattle based non-profit which grows and delivers 
healthy produce at reasonable prices. 

$600 donated to Farmer Frog, a Bellevue  

non-profit educating urban youth about growing 
healthy food. 
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Second Sunday/ 
Share the Plate Ministry 
Contact:  Jane Sisk, (206) 557-7316 
 
On the second Sunday of most months, East Shore's offering goes to a 
charitable organization outside our church walls.  The Team screens 
and selects potential recipients, and presents the selected organization 
to the congregation.  The recipients may provide direct services or 
focus on systemic concerns, and their scope may range from local to 
national and international issues.  Areas targeted for giving include 
basic needs, education, emergency response, environment, health and 
welfare, human rights, neighborhoods/communities, and peace.  We 
welcome interest in joining our Team, and invite members and friends 
to give generously to these worthy causes. 
 
Collections for Second Sunday/Share the Plate during 2018 totaled 

$11,013.  The contributions funded non-profits outside the church 

walls that undertake earth and social justice activities in the region, 
state, country, and world. 
  
The Team continued outreach to other ministry teams for their 
suggestions.  Those suggestions resulted, for example, in contributions 
to Climate Solutions, suggested by the Climate Action Team, and 
Innovations Human Trafficking Collaborative and the Indigenous Environmental Network, suggested by the Beloved 
Racial Justice Team and the Climate Action Team. 
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Women Helping Women (WHW)    
Contacts: Laurie Wick (425) 890-6106;  
Lynn Roesch (425) 827-3464 
 
Women Helping Women (WHW) began as the social justice arm of Women’s 
Perspective. WHW continues to work closely with Women’s Perspective, but 
is now a separate ministry team. It offers members various opportunities to 
help other women and girls in our own community and worldwide. These include support, such as donating supplies 
and cooking monthly meals, for local homeless women at The Sophia Way Shelter. WHW continues to partner with 
friends at MAPS to work on an international project for women and girls vetted by UUSC. Volunteers have started 
another year of tutoring at Lake Hills Elementary School. Opportunities are available in the reading program, the art 
room, and the bilingual program. WHW provides other ongoing and one-time projects as needed.  

 10-12 Volunteers Each 

Month Provided 

 60 Meals for the Women 

at Sophia Way Shelter 
 
Besides staples, beverages, 
breakfast foods  and fruit/
vegetables, volunteers cooked 
several hot, nutritious dishes 
so the women got a hot lunch 
and dinner on the 2nd Monday 
of each month.  

 10 Volunteers worked in the classroom at 

Lake Hills Elementary School 

 2nd Graders were tutored in reading and 

other projects. 

 3 Bookshelves were filled with Spanish books 

donated by members of East Shore. 
 
Last year, the children in the classes we had been 
tutoring scored several points higher in reading 
on end-of-year testing than in comparable 
classrooms without tutors. 

Rohingya Refugees 
 40 ESUC women attended a co-sponsored program on the 

Rohingya Refugee situation.  

 3 Muslim guests also attended this educational awareness 

event. 

 $557 was raised to help Rohingya women. 
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Community Affiliates 

 

 

 

 

JUUstice WA  
❑ JUUstice WA is a new social justice 

organization created by the merger of Northwest UU 
Justice Network and Voices for Justice 

❑ The October 2018 JUUstice WA Summit was the kickoff 
event of this new organization. 

❑ The Summit, Evolving for Justice, was attended by 

more than 110 participants from churches 

throughout the area.  

❑ Representatives from 6 congregations attended a Flash 

Stance presentation by an East Shore Member 
❑ Those who attended the JUUstice WA Advocacy Forum, 

hosted by the Council at East Shore, felt the power of 
being able to vote for the group’s lobbying priorities and 
were motivated to join justice related lobby days in 
Olympia. 

The Council provided volunteer support and funding to community affiliates such as Faith Action 
Network, Eastside Interfaith Social Concerns Council, JUUstice WA, and Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee. In 2018, we developed connections that provided greater awareness about 
current local and world needs. These organizations included F.I.R.E. , JUUstice WA, MAPS, and UUSC, among others. 

Hosted the Fostering Interfaith Relations on the 

Eastside dinner. 150+ people experienced a panel 

of various faith leaders responding to questions 
about their religion.  

These sessions deepened participants’ 
understanding of how our faiths view each other 

and initiated meaningful connections.  
Several East Shore attendees stated the FIRE 

dinners are inspirational opportunities to learn 
something new about people of other faiths. 

Partnered with the Muslim 
Association of Puget Sound 

to bring together 200+ 
area Muslim and Unitarian 
Universalist (UU) members in an intergenerational 
Friendship Dinner.   
❑ Those attending were inspired by Muslim and UU 

religious speakers to be courageous in their efforts 
to reach out to each other.  

❑ The Council coordinated 15 facilitators for table 

discussions at which families and individuals built 
stronger personal and inter-cultural relationships 
through informal conversations and by openly 
sharing in unique and touching ways what courage 
means in their own lives. 

Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee 
(UUSC) 
Contact: Marilyn Mayers (206) 455-4031 
The UUSC promotes and protects human rights 
in the United States and internationally.  Over 
the course of the year, East Shore supports 
various UUSC Activities. During the holiday 
season, we distribute “Guest at Your Table” 
boxes – small cardboard boxes for mealtime donations of 
money – reminders that due to poverty, others may not be 
able to eat.  

42 ESUC households donated. 

$4,840 for Guest at Your Table. 

17 met minimum match amount for Shelter Rock (at least 

$125). 

Total Contributions = $6,847. 



 

 


